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PILLARS OF FAITH 
 
These words are being written on Tuesday, June 29é. and it has been quite a day at the Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer!  To be specific, the pews in the nave/sanctuary are being removed.  A 
crew of eight skilled and courageous persons is literally using mountain climbing gear including 
ropes and harnesses to protect themselves as they scale our very steep roof for the purpose of ap-
plying new tar paper and shingles.  The grand piano was transferred to its new space for the next 
five to six months.  Final preparations are being made for the removal and storage of the  pipes 
from our wonderful organ.  And, efforts are being continued to complete preparations for our con-
gregationõs move into the ònewó Parentsõ Hall Worship Center.  Such then are the examples of the 
physical work that is being done on this building that is our spiritual  home where we praise God, 
seek to know and do Godõs will and equip ourselves to serve God and fulfill the mission that has 
been given to each of us as individuals and to all of us as a congregation.  Indeed, if I were to 
place words on the rather well -know Redeemer Church sign on this important day, it would be 
òWE ARE BUILDING SPIRITUAL LIVES!!!!!!ó   
 
A few practical matters; we ask you to park on Sundays in the upper or lower Chain Bridge Road or 
medical center lots.  Recall, please that the Sunday worship service times have been changed to 
9:00 and 10:30 A.M.   At the later service the contemporary choir will provide liturgical leader-
ship.  On Sunday, the 4th of July, our worship services will have an appropriately strong focus on 
the gifts of freedom and independence that are among our greatest blessings as citizens of the 
United States of America.  
 
And finally, the focal center in our new worship area features two pillars which support the cross 
of Christ, our Redeemer.  Pastor Bob has referred to it as a òsculptureóñan abstract one, I might 
add.  Abstract art invites the viewer  to define the work before him or her.  It is enough to say that 
this sculpture could well be called, òPillars of Faith.ó  Now you are invited to tell your worship 
leaders what these pillars, and the cross between them, might possibly mean to you as you con-
tinue on your own faith journey.  Finally, I look forward to meeting and greeting you at Redeemer 
Church as we worship our Lord and prepare ourselves to live and serve as Godõs people.  We share 
Godõs peace!                                                            
         Pastor Roger L. Dahlin 
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ATTENTION 14-16 year olds    
 
Mar-Lu-Ridge is looking for a few adventurous campers for our Rock climbing program.   If you are in-
terested in challenging yourself and seeing things from a new perspective, weõve got just the camp 
for you!   July 25-31 - come climb with certified instructors and learn new skills, plus all the fun of 
camp at MLR. 
 
Check out our brochure and even register on -line at www.mar -lu-ridge.org  or call the office at (800)
238-9974  See you on The Ridge!  10% discount for this camp applies. 
 
THERE IS STILL ROOM FOR ADDITIONAL CAMPERS FOR ALL PROGRAMS - Mar-Lu-Ridge is blessed with 
many campers this summer but there is a space for YOU!   Give us a call today (800)238-9974 

A Note On The Run 
Lewis Saylor, Director of Church Operations 
 

The narthex must be vacated immediately.  Where are we storing the hymnals?  Letõs go up on the 
roof to finalize the new shingles.  Can we use the church for a wedding?  By the way, who is re-
sponsible for . . .  
 
There are two approaches generally used by organizations to orient new staff ð one approach takes 
advantage of a deliberative methodology where introductions and briefings are scripted to weave 
the new staff person in to the culture of the organization.  The other method . . . well, it could be 
described as baptism by fire.  Since joining the staff on June 15 in the midst of a very active reno-
vation/construction project, changes in staffing, moving of church offices, discovering how the 
church operates, shifting worship services to the Parentsõ Hall, and so on . . . my orientation to Re-
deemer has been action packed.  
 
My journey to Redeemer is a long way from my days in high school and college working at Caroline 
Furnace Lutheran Church Camp as a counselor, maintenance director, and wilderness director.   
God has taken me on a fascinating professional career where I have used the skills of planning, pro-
ject management, and community relations in the environments of ministry, business, healthcare, 
and political campaigns.  God has a curious way of using all the facets of our lives to attain His pur-
poses.  He has certainly blended my experiences in order that I may serve His Church.  
 
If my orientation to Redeemer is any indication to my tenure at Redeemer, it is going to be a dy-
namic time.  I sincerely look forward to becoming familiar with staff, laity, and pastors.  Moreover, 

I look forward to meeting the needs of the Redeemer community.  Blessings.  

http://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/


3 

 
 
 

Art Committee  
 

This group selects for display works of art, furniture, and other design elements, including 
religious symbols that are welcoming, attractive and inspirational, and tell the story of the 
Redeemer Lutheran Church (RLC). The group aims to offer a rich art, past history of the 
building and Lutheran history ð representing worship, service, education and fellowship ð to 
the congregation and the greater metropolitan Washington DC area community, incorporat-
ing continuity and integrity of old and new spaces at RLC.  The committee is composed 
of church members with diverse art related expertise. If you are interested to learn more or 
to become a volunteer, please contact Anna Ross at annaross123@hotmail.com or Bill Swarm 
at warmco@cox.net. 

Have You Seen Our Progress? 
 

  

There is a new chart in the lobby of the Keillor Wing that shows how we as a congregation have 
progressed towards our goal for the new building portion of our Mission Enhancement Cam-
paign. Our goal is to raise $1,250,000 in total contributions towards the new narthex and front 
of the church by  this Fall. This represents about  half of the total project  costs. We have al-
ready received $765,471 in gifts towards that goal, as of June 1. That leaves $484,529 remain-
ing in contributions that we still need to   receive this year.  Based on our last building program 
when Redeemer built  Parent's Hall (gym) and the pre -school wing, a similar amount was raised 
during the last year of  construction.  Please take a look at our progress chart and consider  what 
you can do to help us with  "Building in Faith, Growing Together".   

The McLean Community Players brings Little Women ð the Musical  to life, July 2010  

   

The story is based on Louisa May Alcott's classic novel focusing on the four March sisters and 
their beloved Marmee , at home in Concord, Massachusetts, during the Civil War .  The produc-
tion runs July 16 ð 31 with performances Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sunday matinees at 2 
p.m. at the McLean Community Centerõs Alden Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean, Va. Tick-
ets are $17 to $19 with group rates available. For more info, call 703.790.9223.  Complete 
show information is available at www.mcleanplayers.org .  And sign up to the showõs Facebook 
event, McLean Playersõ Little Women ð the Musical for periodic updates.     

mailto:annaross123@hotmail.com
mailto:warmco@cox.net
http://www.mcleanplayers.org/
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Redeemer youth, adults, and families are all invited to attend New Ebenezer Retreat 
Center near Savannah, Georgia for our summer 2010 mission.  We will travel there 
the first week of August to work for the betterment of the local community and 
share our faith.   The all inclusive cost per attendee is between $300 -350.   
 
 

 

Mclean High School Varsity Softball  
 

Congratulations to the Mclean High School Varsity Softball team for winning the Vir-
ginia AAA State Championships!!  A hearty cheer for three of the team members who 
are part of the Redeemer community - Carolyn Gilbertson, Jesse Straub and Lauren 
Hahne !  Way to go  girls!  
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July Birthdays  

Alexander Griffis 7/1  
Eunhee Hunter 7/1  
Steve Weischedel 7/1  
Bill Corbett 7/2  
Dave Kostelancik 7/2  
Carter Miller 7/2  
Judy Loving 7/3  
Patrick Devlin 7/4  
Tyler Straub 7/4  

Anna Thorson 7/4  
Thomas Joa 7/5  
Carylann Assante 7/6  
Joyce Giffey 7/6  
Kate Beck 7/7  
Matthew Cooley 7/7  
Stephen Laredo 7/7  
Paul Dibble 7/8  
Caitlin Pyne 7/8  
Cher Smout 7/8  
Teresa Bowles 7/9  

Robin Taylor 7/9  
Mark Vrooman 7/9  
Beth Anderson 7/10  
Laughlin Dibble 7/10  
Christine Ensley 7/10  
Megan Kratz 7/10  
Soames Rummler 7/10  
Colin Bean 7/11  

Pauline DiLorenzo 7/11  
Bill Lund 7/11  
Florence Ofili-Toviho 7/11  

Kris DeLeonardis 7/12  
Grace Eye 7/12  
Wynnie Lyons 7/12  
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

Marika Lohmus 7/13  
Tatiana Mandy 7/13  
Rachel Waldon 7/13  
Veronica Goff 7/14  
Esther Halvorson 7/14  
Andrea Kuschke-DeChaine 7/14  
Allison Lawrence 7/14  
Ricky Michaud 7/14  
Molly Sullivan 7/14  

Luke Campet 7/15  
Laura Cooley 7/15  

Meredith Doherty 7/15  
Nancy Etkin 7/15  
Jay Kennedy 7/15  
Philip Leibensperger 7/15  
Hadley Sibert 7/15  
John Tharrington 7/15  
Diann Buxton 7/16  
Rizza Calunia 7/16  
Craig Carroll 7/16  

Matthew Richardson 7/16  
Jake Eye  7/17  
Alex Moreno 7/17  
Stephanie Buria-Hellbeck 7/18  
Laura Haneline 7/18  
Natalie Lynch 7/18  
Lillie Plowgian 7/18  
Anneka Demske 7/19  
Julia Henderson 7/19  
Nicholas Hutchinson 7/20  
Matthew Martz 7/20  

Anastasia Van Scoyoc 7/20  
Maria Van Scoyoc 7/20  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

Sharyn Flanagan 7/21  
Laura McCoy 7/21  
Claude Venneberg 7/21  
Andrea Dietrich 7/22  
Carol Pribulka 7/22  
Charlie Morris 7/23  
Kirsten Olson 7/23  
Addie Dietrich 7/24  
Patricia Giffey 7/24  

Sallie Larsen 7/24  
Debbie Betts 7/25  

Michael McCoy 7/25  
Maggie Pishner 7/25  
Claire Williams 7/25  
Mathieu Campet 7/26  
Ginny Cassell 7/26  
Matt Koch 7/26  
Justine Thoma 7/26  
Cory Angus 7/27  
Dan Englund 7/27  

Mary-Hannah Klontz 7/27  
Brendan Langel 7/27  
Clinton Leonard 7/27  
Grace Salzman 7/27  
Alexandra Zele 7/27  
Alice Ahlgren 7/28  
Wendy Linthicum 7/28  
Trevor Sheehan 7/28  
Scott Wilson 7/28  
Stephanie Newhall 7/29  
David Carr 7/30  

Larry Pittman 7/31  


